What’s the Difference?
The Wyoming Nurses Association (WNA) and the Wyoming State Board of Nursing (WSBN) are often confused because they almost sound the same.  Do you know the difference?  Judging by telephone calls and requests received in both offices, there is some confusion!  We hope the following will help clarify the situation…

Wyoming Nurses Association

PBM 101

2816 Dogwood Ave

Gillette, WY  82178

1-800-795-6381

E-mail: tobilyon@wyonurse.org
www.wyonurse.org
About WNA

· Professional membership association composed of registered nurses

· Board of Directors elected by membership

· Founded in 1910

· One of 53 state and territorial associations of the American Nurses Association (ANA)

President: Sue Howard

Executive Director: Tobi Lyon

Mission Statement:

The Wyoming Nurses Association is the professional organization for registered nurses in Wyoming. Our mission is to promote the profession of nursing, provide a unified voice for nurses and advocate for a healthier Wyoming.

Functions:

· To promote standards of nursing practice, nursing education, and nursing services as defined by ANA;

· To promote adherence to ANA code of ethical conduct;

· To act and speak for nursing profession in Wyoming in regard to legislation, governmental programs, and health policy;

· To promote and protect economic and general welfare of nurses; 

· To represent nurses and serve as spokesperson with allied professional community, governmental groups, and public;

· To assume an active role as consumer advocate;

· To provide representation in ANA House of Delegates and ANA Constituent Assembly;

· To promote relationships and collaboration with Wyoming Nursing Students;

· To ensure preservation of documents and materials to contribute to historical and cultural development of nursing.

Wyoming Board of Nursing

1810 Pioneer Avenue

Cheyenne, WY  82002

307-777-7601

E-mail: wynursing@state.wy.us
http://nursing.state.wy.us/ 

About WSBN

· Legally constituted body (state agency) which regulates nursing practice within Wyoming;

· Board Members appointed by Governor 

President:  Kellie Clausen
Executive Director: Mary Kay Goetter
Mission Statement: 

To serve and safeguard the people of Wyoming through the regulation of nursing education and practice.
Functions:

· License & maintain records for RNs, LPNs, and Advanced Practice Nurses;

· Interpret Nurse Practice Act 

· Maintain Joint Board with WY Board of Medical & Osteopathic Examiners for matters relating to licensure, practice, and discipline of CNPs & CNMs, and regulation of Medical Assistants;

· Introduce and monitor legislation impacting nursing regulation; promulgate administrative rules; 

· Collaborate with other nursing organizations, governmental agencies, and public regarding nursing regulation;

· Investigate complaints against nurses and carry out appropriate disciplinary actions;

· Maintain registry of Certified Nursing Assistants;

· Participate in oversight of Health Professional Assistance Program.
